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First criminal conviction for non-compliance with Commission’s
investigation powers
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An individual was convicted in Hong Kong’s first-ever criminal case for non-compliance with
the Competition Commission’s (Commission) investigation powers. The individual was found
guilty of disposing of and concealing documents, in contravention of Section 53(1)(a) of the
Competition Ordinance (Ordinance), and was sentenced to two months’ imprisonment. The
defendant was granted bail pending her appeal.

The case originated from an investigation carried out by the Commission into a suspected
price-fixing cartel among cleansing service companies. During the Commission’s search at the
offices of the companies involved, the defendant,
an employee of one of the cleansing companies,
attempted to delete five documents and a number
of computer links that were potentially relevant to
the Commission’s investigation. The Commission
. subsequently referred the case to the Hong Kong
Police Force for criminal investigation.

View Press Release
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Cleansing services cartel case concluded with HK$22 million penalties
and three director disqualification orders imposed
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http://www.compcomm.hk
http://instagram.com/dontcheatcompete
https://hk.linkedin.com/company/competition-commission
https://www.youtube.com/user/compcommhk
https://www.facebook.com/DontCheatCompete
https://www.compcomm.hk/tc/media/press/files/First_criminal_conviction_PR_TC.pdf
https://www.compcomm.hk/en/media/press/files/First_criminal_conviction_PR_EN.pdf
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The Competition Tribunal (Tribunal) granted
orders in a cleansing services cartel case against
Man Shun Hong Kong & Kln Cleaning Company
Limited (MS) and its director Mr Cheng Hok Kuen,
which include a pecuniary penalty of HK$11.31
million against MS and Mr Cheng, and a director
disqualification order of 24 months against Mr
Cheng. Both of them will also be required to pay
the Commission’s legal and/or investigation costs.

The granting of the orders marked the end of the Commission’s legal proceedings against
all respondents in the case. Alongside orders granted against other respondents earlier, the
resolution of the whole case resulted in total penalties of HK$22.29 million and director
disqualification orders against three persons for 24 months.

The Commission commenced proceedings in the Tribunal against Hong Kong Commercial
Cleaning Services Limited (HKC), MS and their three directors in December 2021, alleging
that HKC and MS exchanged commercially sensitive information, which constitutes price
fixing, when bidding for 17 tenders submitted to the Housing Authority (HA). These tenders,
which were submitted to provide cleansing services in public housing estates and other HA-
managed buildings, involved contracts worth around HK$180 million.

View Press Release
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Hong Kong Competition Exchange 2025 wraps up on a high note
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https://www.compcomm.hk/tc/media/press/files/cleansing_order_PR_TC.pdf
https://www.compcomm.hk/en/media/press/files/cleansing_order_PR_EN.pdf
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On 25-26 February, the Commission hosted its flagship international conference “Hong
Kong Competition Exchange 2025”. The event has gathered over 400 representatives from
the business sector, legal profession, government departments, academia, and competition
enforcement agencies to exchange insights and perspectives.

Featuring eight panel sessions, the conference explored topics including competition and
innovation in Hong Kong’s pillar business sectors (aviation, finance, technology and green
transition), updates of China’s Anti-Monopoly Law and challenges in investigating and
adjudicating cases in innovation-driven markets. Over 30 distinguished speakers from 14
jurisdictions shared their views from both local and international perspectives.

Officiating at the opening ceremony, Mr Algernon Yau, Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development said that, being the freest economy in the world, a level playing
field for business is one of the important ingredients contributing to Hong Kong’s success.
He also expressed the Government’s appreciation for the Commission’s relentless efforts
over the years in establishing a robust competition regime for Hong Kong. Chairman of
the Commission, Mr Samuel Chan, emphasised in his opening remarks Hong Kong’s unique
role as a connector between East and West, adding that its economic success stems from
allowing businesses to thrive or adapt based on their own merits, rather than shielding
them from competition.

The conference was also one of the Commission’s initiatives to celebrate the 10*" anniversary
of the full implementation of the Competition Ordinance in Hong Kong.

View Press Release


https://www.compcomm.hk/tc/media/press/files/PR_CompEx2025_TC.pdf
https://www.compcomm.hk/en/media/press/files/PR_CompEx2025_EN.pdf
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Commission launches new website to help SMEs with competition
compliance

Small & Medium
Enterprises

COMPETITION
COMPLIANCE
HUB
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The Commission has launched the “Small and Medium Enterprises Competition Compliance
Hub” (SME Hub), a brand new website designed to help SMEs grasp the key aspects of the
Ordinance with ease and minimise their risk of contraventions.

[1

The initiative followed a survey conducted by an independent research agency, which
revealed that while 81% of the companies surveyed had some basic knowledge about the
Ordinance and the cases handled by the Commission, there remains room for deepening
understanding of the law and strengthening the compliance efforts undertaken by
businesses. In fact, only less than a quarter of the SMEs surveyed had put specific measures
in place to ensure compliance and/or provided related training to their staff in that regard.

The SME Hub serves as a one-stop platform, offering not only comprehensive information
about the Ordinance, but also practical tools for risk assessment and a template Competition
Compliance Programme to assist SMEs in developing their own compliance programmes.

SMEs and members of the public can visit sme.compcomm.hk to access the Hub. The
Commission will also be rolling out more activities to support SMEs in implementing their
internal competition compliance programmes. Stay tuned!

View Press Release
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https://sme.compcomm.hk/tc
https://www.compcomm.hk/tc/media/press/files/SME_hub_PR_TC.pdf
http://sme.compcomm.hk
https://www.compcomm.hk/en/media/press/files/SME_Hub_PR_EN.pdf
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Commission enhances collaboration with Mainland and overseas
counterparts
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Visit to SAMR in Beijing

A delegation of the Commission led by Chairman Mr Samuel Chan and Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) Mr Rasul Butt paid a visit to the State Administration for Market Regulation
(SAMR) in Beijing in January 2025.

During the visit, both sides shared updates on their respective enforcement and advocacy
work, and exchanged ideas on how to collaboratively promote competition law and policy
in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area.

2025 Manila Forum on Competition in Developing Countries

At the invitation of the Philippine Competition Commission, the Commission participated
in the 2025 Manila Forum on Competition in Developing Countries in February. The event
provided a platform for knowledge exchange and capacity building among competition
agencies in the Asia-Pacific region.

Speaking at a panel on the fishing industry, CEO
Mr Butt shared the Commission’s enforcement
experience, highlighting its joint operations with

the Hong Kong Police Force, the Immigration i;:::f:':::;ff:ﬁ:monesa|eF.shMarket
Department and other public authorities | el

targeting a local wholesale fish market. ;
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Competition law and policy training for SFC

On 15 January 2025, at the invitation of the Securities and Futures Commission (SFC), the
Commission delivered training on competition law and policy to the staff members of the
SFC. This training session, attended by around 60 SFC officials, focused on identifying the
forms of conduct in the financial services sector that risk breaching the Ordinance.

Whilst a range of unlawful practices were discussed during the session, the primary
emphasis was on the sharing of commercially sensitive information. Relevant case studies
were analysed at the session.

Other local engagements

During the period, the Commission organised one large-scale webinar and three school
workshops, introducing the Ordinance to over 1,700 stakeholders from different sectors.

The Commission also delivered presentations at nine briefings tailored for specific sectors,
including estate agencies, property management, academic institutions and SMEs.

The next webinar on the Ordinance (in Cantonese) will be held on 9 July 2025. Register
HERE.
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Address: 19/F, South Island Place, 8 Wong Chuk Hang Road, Hong Kong
ﬁ“r[ﬁifﬁWebsite: www.compcomm.hk
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